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WW, ON the home front are every 
bit as much in this war as the man on 
the firing line. We are not spectators 
cheering heroic performers from the side 
lines . . . there are no side lines... 
our cities, our farms, our factories, our 
homes are an integral part of the battle 


front . . . we are an indispensable part 
of our fighting forces. 

Passing the ammunition .. . getting 
shells to the man at the gun... is no 


less our responsibility because we are 
at this end of the line. Rather, we have 
much the greater obligation, for the 
burden of our contribution in this strug- 
gle for our own security is of paltry 
significance compared to the sacrifices 
of our brave defenders. 


The faith that has been placed in us 
by our men at the far-flung fronts must 
not be desecrated ... to provide them 
with the materials of war is an inviol- 
able trust. 

We say that we are keeping this trust 

. ships are sliding off the ways, muni- 
tions, tanks, planes and equipment are 
pouring from our factories. But, impres- 
sive as these quantities are, they are 
not enough. And they do not represent 
fulfillment of our trust, for they have 
been reduced and delayed by needless 
accidents—deaths and injuries that we 
must stop and stop quickly. 

The President of the United States ex- 
pressed his concern over the accident 
threat to our productive effort when he 
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called upon the National Safety Council 
to lead a nation-wide campaign against 
accidents, and urged every citizen to 
help. 


The Home Safety Review, making its 
first appearance with this issue, is one 


“of the many responses to the Presi- 


dent’s appeal. Its mission will be to help 
muster all the forces that can assist in 
an intensified national attack on home 
accidents, to give inspiration to these 
forces and provide them with program 
aids, news and information. 


The success of this mission depends 
on the extent to which safety leaders 
throughout the country use the Home 
Safety Review as a medium for ex- 
changing news of their activities in 
the home accident prevention field—the 
extent to which you... pass the am- 


munition. 
er 


Vice-Pres., FOR HOME AND FARM SAFETY 
NATIONAL SAFETY COUNCIL 
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T un MOST inspiring Congress ever! 
That was the universal acclaim of the 
thousands of delegates who attended the 
Thirty-First National Safety Congress 
and Exposition at Chicago in October. 
The impressive response to the Congress 
keynote, “Save Manpower for War- 
power,”’ exceeded all expectations in the 
record registration, the earnestness of 
the delegates and in the magnificent co- 
operation from radio and press. Never 
has a Congress done so much to give 
safety the attention it deserves—to 
bring safety to the people. 

Colonel John Stilwell was elected to 
his fourth term as president of the Na- 
tional Safety Council. The post of 
executive vice-president, managing di- 
rector and secretary, was again voted to 
Ned H. Dearborn. A. V. Roweder, vice- 
president for home and farm safety was 
also re-elected. 

In addressing the Annual Meeting of 
Members, William A. Irwin said, “It has 
taken the greatest war in history to 
awaken us Americans to the seriousness 
of the accident problem. 

“When our national fate and the lives 
of our sons and of our friends’ sons de- 
pend upon the speed with which we 
supply them implements of war, any 
situation that impedes our war produc- 
tion vitally concerns every one of us. 

“It doesn’t matter whether an accident 
occurs in this plant or that plant. It 
doesn’t matter whther it occurs to a 
worker while he is on the job or while 
he is at home or on the street. The 
only thing that matters is that it does 
occur and that it delays production. 

“Now, for the first time in history, a 
strongly organized effort is being made 
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to develop a national safety movement 
generally commensurate in scope with 
the size of the accident problem. 

“This movement is the War Produc- 
tion Fund to Conserve Manpower, and 
it represents industry’s response to the 
challenge presented by the accident situ- 
ation at this time. Its purpose is to 
raise from business and industry the 
minimum of $5,000,000 needed to enable 
the National Safety Council to carry out 
the assignment given it by the Presi- 
dent, and its campaign organization is 
comprised of leading representatives of 
business and industry. 

“Far from duplicating or conflicting 
with any other work, this program will 
stimulate and aid all existing safety ac- 
tivities. It will, in fact, be carried out in 
cooperation with all responsible agen- 
cies, groups, organizations, and other 
elements working to prevent accidents. 
Only in that way—by working with and 
through others rather than as a direct 
service agency—is the Council able to 
extend its influence to nation-wide pro- 
portions. 


In HIS opening address Colonel Stil- 
well said, ‘One year ago I addressed you 
with foreboding of our own involvement 
in the world conflict. Now we are in it. 
Today we are at grips with the most 
powerful and unscrupulous combination 
of enemies we have ever faced. We must 
smash them or by them be smached. 
“For a full generation, safety has 
been one of the movements which have 
lifted the nation to higher standards of 
living. In the 30 years which have gone 
by since the Council was organized, 
safety has been accepted by progressive 
American businessmen as a sound, es- 
sential, humane technique of industrial 
operation. We have also seen the battle 
to control the immense mobile mass of 
our trucks and automobiles _ slowly 
gathering strength and effectiveness. 
And we see now, growing into the con- 
sciousness of the public, a determina- 
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tion that we shall stop the death and 
injury of our citizens in their own 
homes, on the farms of the nation, and 
in all the by-ways of their lives. 

“It was fortunate, indeed, that the 
study initiated July 7, 1941 by the Coun- 
cil to determine the best means of at- 
tacking the home and farm accident 
problem, had reached a stage that indi- 
cated the need for, and made possible 
the First Home and Farm Safety Con- 
ference which was held in Chicago, 
February 17 and 18 of this year. Com- 
ing shortly after the momentous date 
of December 7, 1941, it, in effect, pro- 
pitiously launched a home and farm 
manpower conservation program which 
war developments have since shown to 
be a vital need for victory. 


NONE OF the chief destroyers of our 
manpower is that step-child of industrial 
accidents—the off-the-job accident. The 
off-the-job accident kills more workers 
by far than all the hazards of industry. 
Because an employee is just as surely 
lost to his job if he is hurt on the street 
or at the doubtful security of his fire- 
side, the employers of the nation must 
see their responsibility for the off-the- 
job accident—and it will be one of our 
jobs to get them to see it.” 

Space permits only the most frag- 
mentary excerpts from the extensive 
report of all-out action presented by 
Ned H. Dearborn: ‘‘The National Safety 
4 Council is now devoting its facilities 

and energies wholly to carrying out its 

assignment to aid the country’s war pro- 

duction effort. Many steps of expansion 
4 still remain to be taken, many aspects 
of the program remain to be rounded 
out and developed. But insofar as the 
direction of its effort is concerned, con- 
version of the Council from a peacetime 
to a wartime basis of operation is now 
complete. 

“To extend the influence of safety to 
all areas and all elements of the popula- 
tion in which accidents are retarding the 
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war production effort throughout the 
country, is the primary objective toward 
which the Council’s wartime program 
is being developed. To this end the fol- 
lowing are among the steps being taken 
at this time: 

“Because of the enormous tolls taken 
by home and farm accidents, and the in- 
evitable effects such accidents have 
upon industrial production and the pro- 
duction of essential food stuffs, the de- 
velopment of a very comprehensive 
program of home and farm safety is 
being intensively pushed, and safety 
activities in these fields are being ex- 
panded as rapidly as facilities permit. 


‘““ UNDER a committee recently ap- 
pointed for the purpose, a special pro- 
gram of off-the-job accident prevention 
is being developed. In general, the pro- 
gram is being designed to encourage 
plant management to expand its safety 
activities to the off-the-job field, and to 


stimulate general community interest 
and activity in connection with this 
problem.” 
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Sienricant to the home safety 
movement is the fact that the 31st Na- 
tional Safety Congress was the first at 
which a full day was devoted to home 
safety. Both the morning and afternoon 
sessions proved intensely interesting as 
evidenced by the lively discussions of 
the delegates that packed the large 
meeting hall and lingered in small dis- 
cussion groups long after the adjourn- 
ment of each meeting. 

Dr. Donald B. Armstrong, Third Vice- 
Pres., Metropolitan Life Insurance Co., 
New York City ably presided at the 
morning meeting. The first speaker was 
Ethel M. Hendricksen, field instructor, 
Public Health Education Division, New 
York State Health Department, Albany, 
New York. Her talk, “Home Safety— 
Everybody's Business” summarized the 
development of safety in the state of 
New York and described the present 
program which was inspired by the First 
National Home and Farm Safety Con- 
ference in Chicago last February. 


Ethel Hendricksen’s sound  under- 
standing of the implications of home 
accident prevention work is reflected by 
the following statement in her intro- 
ductory remarks: “Simplicity is not in- 
herent in a program designed to control 
home accidents. Responsibility belongs 
not alone with the householder or the 
individual, but is shared by government 
charged with the ‘preservation and im- 
provement of health;’ with architects 
and builders; with manufacturers and 
salesmen of household equipment and 
appliances, and with many others whose 
contact with the householder provides 
an opportunity to contribute to his 
safety.” 


In citing the anxiety with which the 
New York State Commissioner of 
Health, Dr. Edward S. Godfrey, Jr., has 
for years viewed the mounting death 
rate from home accidents, she said that 
fatal home accidents in New York ex- 
ceeded, by nearly one-third, motor 


~? 


. 


a 











vehicle accidents even before gasoline 
rationing, and quoted the Commissioner 
as follows: “What have we gained by 
the prevention of deaths from smallpox, 
diphtheria and other diseases, if these 
lives are to be lost through accidents.” 


Colonel Clarence Goldsmith, chief con- 
sultant, Fire Defense Section, Office of 
Civilian Defense, Washington, D. C., de- 
livered an interesting address. “Home 
Safety and Civilian Defense” in which 
he presented a comprehensive treatise 
on the work and problems of civilian 
defense, and its close relationship to 
safety. In pointing out this relationship, 
he said that equally vital with civil pro- 
tection is the need to prevent loss of 
human life valuable to the war effort, 
resulting from accidents or fires. 

In discussing fires, he said that even 
small fires help the enemy because the 
destruction is accomplished at no cost 
to the Axis. 


CALLING attention to home accidents 
caused by blackouts, Colonel Goldsmith 
said, ‘Consider, the possibilities for 
home accidents when people live night 
after night under blackout conditions. 
Test blackouts of short duration are 
not a fair example of what we can 
expect. People have been content to sit 
quietly in their homes during these 
periods. When blackouts occur night 
after night, we are likely to become 
careless, and then we will see an in- 
crease in home accidents.” 
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SPEAKS 





IN HIs talk, “Controlling Home Acci- 
dents Through Industry” A. Burton 
Metzger, director of health and safety, 
Point Breeze Works, Western Electric 
Company, Baltimore, Maryland, said 
“The experience of twenty-five large in- 
dustries representing over 350,000 em- 
ployees indicates an average ratio of 
over twice as much lost-time due to 
non-industrial injuries than was incurred 
by industrial injuries over a period of 
three years.” Then pointing out the 
tendency on the part of industry to 
overlook the relatively more serious field 
of sickness and non-industrial accidents, 
he brought out that, ‘With few excep- 
tions, the same indirect costs of indus- 
trial accidents, which average at least 
four times the direct cost, apply to non- 
industrial absences and are definitely 
present though less spectacular and 
tangible than the direct cost of indus- 
trial injuries. 

“The remedy,” said Mr. Metzger, “lies 
in getting management’s support by 
selling it on the fact that reducing non- 
industrial absences is good business, and 
then in educating the employees on the 
patriotic, economic, and humane value 
of preventing these absences.” Mr. 
Metzger then outlined the type of data 
that should be collected and recom- 
mended a program to be adapted to the 
needs indicated by the analysis of the 
records. 


The afternoon session was presided 
over by Burt R. Rickards, Director of 
Public Health Education, 


New York 





State Health Department, Albany, New 
York. Dr. Irma Gene Nevins, head, De- 
partment of Health and Physical Edu- 
cation for Women, Kansas State Teach- 
ers College, Pittsburgh, Kansas, in her 
talk “The Wartime Approach to Home 
Safety,” told of the surprising number 
of ways in which injury of any person 
handicaps the war program, and why 
conditions brought on by the war are 
bound to increase home accidents. 


After a highly competent analysis of 
the current home accident situation, she 
presented a plan of approach to the 
problem emphasizing the need for doing 
it now. “This war has demonstrated,” 
said Dr. Nevins, “that old techniques 
must be changed; new and more efficient 
methods must be used. This is true in 
the approach to the elimination of home 
accidents. This new approach is to be- 
gin with the individual, the person who 
has the accident, suffers the pain, loses 
time from work, endures decreased ef- 
ficiency, and pays the cost. For this 
reason, the prevention of home accidents 
should begin with the person—not the 
factors found to be significant nor the 
type of injury received.” 

In summation, she said, ‘The war- 
time approach to home safety is the 
elimination of all possible home acci- 
dents through the study of the indi- 
vidual and his actions and reactions; the 
development of courses of instruction 
which relate directly to the life of the 
individual in his home; the safety organ- 
izations sponsoring classes of instruc- 
tion; and the organization of home 
safety councils.” 


GEORGE W. ALDER, technical direc- 
tor, Good Housekeeping Institute, New 
York City, speaking on “Keeping House- 
hold Appliances Safe’”’ gave a talk that 
was packed with practical safety infor- 
mation. He struck a note encouraging 
to home safety when he said “Perhaps 
there has never been a better time to 
promote home safety. We have a 
thoroughly awakened public cooperating 
in every way to help win the war.” 

Mr. Alder paid tribute to the house- 
hold appliance manufacturers who have 
designed safety into their products, and 

(Continued on page 12) 





























Sana is on our side! He wants us 
to conserve manpower to beat the Axis, 
and sends his greetings with the follow- 
ing reminders for the Christmas holi- 
days. 

1. Mount the 
firm base. 

2. Avoid the use of cotton, pyroxylin, 
paper or other flammable decorations. 

3. Use light bulbs of a reliable make. 
Switch off the lights when you leave 
the house. 

4. Check to see that the insulating 
material on Christmas tree lamp sockets 
does not extend beyond the metal inside 
the socket; short circuits may occur on 
contact of this metal with metallic tin- 
sel or decorations. 

5. Inspect light-set 
before using them. 


Christmas tree on a 


cords carefully 

6. Keep all electric cords away from 
radiators and pipes and place them so 
they will not be tripped over. 

7. See that lighting sets designed for 
indoor use are not exposed to weather 
or dampness. 

8. Be sure that sockets used outdoors 
hang downward so they will not catch 
water, or collect snow. 

9. Use safe ladders for hanging deco- 
rations. 

10. Remember not to smoke if wear- 
ing false whiskers or a flammable Santa 
Claus suit. 

11. Lighted 
dangerous; if 
from curtains or 
terials. 

12. Dispose of tissue and other wrap- 
pings immediately—they have made 
serious fires out of many that might 
easily have been put out. 


candles 
used, keep 
other 


are extremely 
them away 
flammable ma- 
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13. Avoid burning loose 
excelsior in a fireplace. 

14. Provide the fireplace 
screen. 

15. Make sure that matches, cigar 
and cigaret butts are put out completely 
before disposing of them. 

16. Give children safe toys—avoid air 
rifles, toy pistols, sharp knives, or other 
dangerous playthings. Be sure that elec- 
trical toys operated on house current 
are safely designed and inspect them 
frequently. 


17. Teach children to use toys safely 
and to put them away after playing 
serious falls have been caused by play- 
things left on floors, stairways or walks. 

18. Keep matches, knives, scissors or 
other sharp instruments where children 
cannot get them. 

19. See that children do not run with 
sharp objects in the hand or mouth, or 
play running and jumping games in the 
house. 

20. Keep all small objects out of the 
reach of young children-—they have a 
way of putting anything into their 
mouths and are easily choked. 

21. Pick up all pins or tacks imme- 
diately; they are dangerous, especially 
where there are small children. 

22. Avoid throwing razor blades, bot- 
tles and medicines into waste baskets; 
children may find them. 


papers or 


with a 


23. Keep children away from open 
fires, kitchen stoves, and all cooking 
activities. 

24. Never leave little children alone 


in the house. 

25. Keep the oven door open for a 
few minutes before turning on gas and 
applying a match. 

26. Cover the hand with a cloth be- 
fore opening a steaming vessel or 
roaster; lift the far side of the cover 
first. Use a cloth or pad to lift any hot 
pan or other vessel. 

(Continued on page 1/) 
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N. S. C. OFF THE JOB 
PROGRAM 


The urgent need for intensive nation- 
wide off-the-job accident prevention 
work is portentously pointed out by the 
record for 1941 which shows that while 
only 18,000 workers were killed while 
on the job, 32,000 lost their lives through 
accidents away from work—on _ the 
streets and highways, at home and in 
other places. 


In addition to these deaths, workers 
suffered 2,300,000 non-fatal injuries in- 
cluding 100,000 permanent disabilities— 
altogether a loss equivalent to 300,000,- 
000 man-days of labor—a loss sufficient 
to build 14,000 heavy bombers or 70,000 
fighter planes. 


Gravely concerned over the stagger- 
ing burden that this toll places on our 
efforts for victory, the Council is push- 
ing an off-the-job accident prevention 
program into action and urging all 
safety agencies to join in striking at 
this shameful drag on our war produc- 
tion. 


The initial promotion of this program 
will consist of a mailing to a selected 
list of manufacturers of war goods, a 
publicity campaign, and cooperative ef- 
forts by local safety councils. The mail- 
ing will point out the vital need for off- 
the-job safety and include a folder de- 
scribing publications available from the 
National Safety Council. 


Among the publications planned are: 
a basic folder stating the problems of 
manpower shortage and giving a specific 
recipe to industrial management; de- 
tailed discussion outlines on home and 
other types of accidents for use in plant 
safety meetings; a series of attractive 
folders for distribution to workers, tying 
in the war appeal; posters stressing the 
workers part in solving the wartime 
manpower problem; sound slide films 
with dramatic war production themes; 
a series of mats and articles for off-the- 
job safety, for use in plant publications; 
data sheet on industrial plant parking 
lots and bus and street car loading 
points. 


Other phases of the off-the-job pro- 
gram are rapidly being developed. 
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BIG SCALE INSPECTION 
OF NEW YORK CITY HOMES 


While Tom A. Burke, executive vice- 
president of the Greater New York 
Safety Council, was telling a Congress 
meeting in Chicago about his organiza- 
tion’s off-the-job accident program, the 
home safety phase of it was being 
launched in New York City on schedule 
as planned, in perfect timing with the 
National Safety Congress. 


“For every person killed in an occupa- 
tional pursuit in New York City,” said 
Mr. Burke, “five others are killed in the 
home. That is why we want to hit this 
thing quickly and hit it hard.” 


Mr. Burke wasn’t fooling, for a spe- 
cially prepared New York City home 
check list was being distributed to 600,- 
000 homes in New York City during the 
Congress week. The magnitude of this 
undertaking was made possible through 
the wholehearted cooperation of the 
public and parochial schools and the 
police department. 


In outlining the plan, Mr. Burke said, 
“the police department will distribute 
the check lists to every public and 
parochial school in New York City, and 
the principal of each school will ap- 
portion them to the teachers with an 
instruction sheet on what to do and say. 
The pupils in all elementary grades will 
then take the questionnaires home and 
appeal to their parents to make the in- 
spection within seven days. The parent 
will then tear off a Certificate of Inspec- 
tion, after filling it out, and the child 
will return it to the school. The number 
of forms sent out and the number re- 
turning will then be reported to the 
school board by each principal and the 
summarizations collected by the Safety 
Council.” 


“The check list,” said Mr. Burke, 
“cost the Greater New York Safety 
Council, only 75 cents a thousand.” 


Newspapers, including about 50 for- 
eign language papers, also cooperated 
in the drive, using mats illustrating 12 


of the most frequent home accident 
hazards and stressing the patriotic 
appeal. 
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Doxwe the past twelve months we 
have been witnessing the rapid conver- 
sion of the country to a war-time state 
of activity. Millions of men and women 
have been recruited from the homes of 
the country to serve in the armed forces 
or to work in the war industries. Huge 
war plant communities have sprung up 
in many places at an unprecedented rate 
of speed. Great masses of our popula- 
tion have shifted from place to place. 
For instance, do you know that 3,000,- 
000 women are, at this very moment, at 
work on our production lines and that 
a year from now, it is estimated, there 
will be close to 15,000,000 ? 

The building of private homes has vir- 
tually stopped and in its place great 
housing projects have developed with 
mushroom growth. In many localities 
circumstances have forced people to re- 
sort to makeshift housing facilities. And 
the large centers of population with nor- 
mal housing capacity during ordinary 
times have become overcrowded. You 
must know of the deplorable conditions 
caused in some places by the conglomer- 
ate trailer towns and shack communities. 

In addition, the production of house- 
hold equipment and appliances has prac- 
tically ceased and the heads of the 
American household are confronted with 
the problem of getting along with what 
they have. Furthermore, people are hav- 
ing to readjust themselves to other new 
conditions, many of which are hardly 
conducive to safety. 

THIS IS WAR! 

The farm home has become the center 
of agricultural business and production 
problems of no small proportions. Many 
of the children, housewives and old folks 
on the farm are no longer free to live 
a normal life, for all must work who 
can, and the end of each day brings a 
weary group together to do the final 
chores and to plan work of another day. 

We must not lose sight of the fact 
that we are facing conditions radically 
changed from what they were a rela- 
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tively short time ago. Those who have 
not gone to war must adjust themselves 
to the required work on the home front 
and similarly, those of us who are con- 
cerned with the prevention of home ac- 
cidents must adjust ourselves to the 
changed conditions. We must neces- 
sarily think in terms of the demands of 
war. 

It was quite apparent a year ago that 
the task is too large for any single or- 
ganization to accomplish with direct 
methods, and that it must be met with 
the cooperative effort of hundreds of 
existing agencies—and when I say ‘“‘co- 
operative effort,” I mean genuine activ- 
ity which will produce results. 

It was this observation that led to 
the planning of the First National Home 
and Farm Safety Conference which was 
held in Chicago on February 17 and 18 
of this year. This was an exploratory 
conference and it is no secret that its 
underlying objectives were: (1) to get 
some idea of what organizations would 
respond immediately, and (2) to do some 
preliminary planning work. 

Close to a hundred national organiza- 
tions were represented at this confer- 
ence which, to me, was an impressive 
testimonial of the broad humanitarian 
spirit that underlies the activities of so 
many of our national institutions. The 
constructive effects of this conference 
will always be a source of amazement. 


I CANNOT enumerate all of these ac- 
tivities to you, for fear of giving the im- 
pression of claiming too much credit for 
the conference, but there is one in par- 
ticular which promises to provide the 
solution to many of our problems, and 
it deserves your earnest attention. I 
speak of the development of state home 
and farm safety conferences. 

Mrs. Hendriksen, who attended the 
conference as a representative of the 
New York State Health Department, 
returned to her State headquarters with 
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the idea that if a national conference 
was good for the Nation as a means of 
bringing the National organizations to- 
gether to plan programs, a similar con- 
ference would be equally valuable to 
launch a state-wide program of home 
and farm safety work. 


SHE MET with very sympathetic re- 
sponse from her superior officers and 
plans were soon under way. Not long 
after a conference was held in Syracuse 
with an attendance of 196 representa- 
tives of approximately 70 organizations, 
appropriate exhibits and enthusiastic 
sessions. The response was so favorable 
that the committee which planned the 
conference voted unanimously to make 
it an annual event, and ten standing 
committees were appointed to develop 
logical, sound and speedy ways of carry- 
ing the work to the people in the coun- 
ties and communities. 

The state home and farm safety con- 
ference idea has since met with en- 
thusiastic response in other states. A 
very successful conference along similar 
lines was held in Lincoln, Nebraska, on 
October 2nd, under the sponsorship of 
the Agricultural Extension Service; 
another is scheduled for New Jersey, 
and others are being planned or con- 
sidered in Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, 
Michigan and Pennsylvania. Also in 
other states the seed of the idea has 
been planted and is beginning to take 
root. 

I do not mean to indicate that the 
conference method of dealing with such 
problems is entirely new. The Farm 
Security Administration initiated and 
planned two very effective farm safety 
conferences, one in the state of Wash- 
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ington, and another in Minnesota where 
it was held jointly with the Minnesota 
Safety Council. Furthermore, farm 
safety sessions and numerous home 
safety sessions have been held under the 
auspices of state and community safety 
councils in many places in times past. 
However, the National Conference seems 
to have given impetus to the idea of the 
conference method of attacking the 
home and farm safety problems on a 
broader scale than ever before and 
promises to be a means of more speedily 
arousing a safety awareness throughout 
the nation. 

After all, we have but two ultimate 
objectives, namely: (1) to arouse a 
safety consciousness, and (2) to teach 
people how they can avoid accidents. In 
order to accomplish these, it will be 
necessary to weave a web of safety in- 
fluence, so that no matter which way a 
person turns, he will be reminded of 
the importance of his personal safety. 

Of course, no conference means very 
much if those who participate in it do 
no more than display an interest in the 
proceedings. Every such conference 
must be made to bear fruit in the form 
of substantial activities and we must 
find ways of bringing this about. With 
this tremendous and very urgent war- 
time job ahead of us we cannot be con- 
tent with talk; we must have action. 


You HAVE probably become familiar 
with the Council’s effort to raise a sub- 
stantial fund with which to project its 
work into the fields where it will do the 
most good in this emergency. I can an- 
nounce to you now that the availability 
of some of this money has made it pos- 
sible for the Council to enlarge its staff 
and to plan a program which will be 
far reaching in its effect. 


(Continued on page 14) 
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NEW ADVISORY COMMITTEE 


Presided over by its chairman, Dr. 
Donald B. Armstrong, third vice-presi- 
dent, Metropolitan Life Insurance Com- 
pany, the new home safety advisory 
committee held its initial meeting at a 
luncheon between the morning and af- 
ternoon home safety sessions of the 
Congress. 

Although this first meeting was neces- 
sarily limited in time, it afforded the 
committee members an opportunity to 
become acquainted and to discuss the 
major objectives of its work and the 
general pattern toward which activities 
should be moulded to produce the quick- 
est results. 

Recommendation was made at this 
meeting, that a subcommittee be ap- 
pointed to investigate the possibilities 
of national, state, community and intra- 
organization contests, awards and cita- 
tions as a means of stimulating interest. 


HOME SAFETY SPEAKS 


(Continued from page 7) 

to the assistance that has been given 
to the consumer public through various 
organizations and public utilities. He 
then discussed household appliance haz- 
ards with respect to handling, location, 
and maintenance and repairs. Stressing 
the greater need for proper care and 
use in view of the wartime lack of re- 
placements, Mr. Alder stated that “we 
must not hesitate to recommend dis- 
carding unsafe appliances, even though 
they may not be replaceable.” 

Mr. Alder concluded his talk with an 
exceptionally fine discourse on the safe 
use of electrical appliances, gas ap- 
pliances, oil burning appliances, and coal 
and wood burning appliances. 

Stanley H. Kershaw, director, Home 
and Farm Safety Division, National 
Safety Council, Chicago, reported on the 
progress of national home safety work. 
His address is published in this issue. 

Each of the talks presented at the 
Home Safety Sessions of the National 
Safety Congress will be reprinted in 


future issues of the Home Safety Re- 
view. 
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HOME SAFETY GUIDE 


The Home Safety Guide shown on the 
opposite page is a reproduction in actual 
size of one of the new publications avail- 
able for use in home safety meetings 
and programs. Guides on additional 
home safety subjects are being de- 
veloped as quickly as possible. 

If interested in prices, write to the 
Home and Farm Division, National 
Safety Council, 20 North Wacker Drive, 
Chicago. Please state quantity desired. 


FIELD STAFF SETS FORTH 


A. V. Rohweder, in his report of the 
vice-president for home and farm safety, 
told about the expanding staff of the 
Home and Farm Division and the allo- 
cation of field representatives to seven 
designated regions into which the coun- 
try has been divided to facilitate the 
field work. These regions are as follows: 

1. New York and the New England states. 

2. The Northeastern states from the eastern 

boundary of Illinois to the coast, and 
from the northern boundary of Pennsyl- 
vania to the southern boundaries of Ken- 
tucky and Virginia. 

3. The prairie states extending west from 

the eastern boundaries of Illinois and 
Wisconsin to the western boundaries of 


Kansas, Nebraska and the Dakotas and 
from the southern boundaries of Okla- 
homa and Arkansas to the Canadian bor- 
der. 

4. The seven states in the Southeast from 
the east coast to the Mississippi and 
north to Kentucky and Virginia. 

5. Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas and Louis- 


lana. 
6. The Rocky Mountain States south to the 
Mexican border. 

7. The three west coast states and Nevada. 

Field representatives are now working 
in regions one, two and three, and 
another will soon be assigned to region 
seven. The remaining regions will re- 
ceive attention in proper order as quickly 
as possible. 

“It is the purpose of these field rep- 
resentatives,” said Mr. Rohweder, ‘to 
promote activity on the part of state, 
county, and community organizations by 
individual contact and by the conference 
method, to assist these organizations 
with the development of their safety 
programs. In all this field work due cog- 
nizance will be given to the prerogatives 
of the state and community safety 
councils.” 
REVIEW DECEMBER, 1942 
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STAIRWAYS 








Going up or down stairs 
Always look where you step and use the handrail. Keep 
stairway well lighted—when using dark stairways, hold the 
handrail and feel your way from step to step. Walk, never 
run—and if wearing high heels take extra care. 





Carrying things on stairs 
In carrying an unwieldy object, handle it so that you can 
see where you are stepping. When carrying a baby on stairs, 
never attempt to carry anything else—keep one hand free 
for holding the rail. Be especially careful when carrying 
glass or sharp objects. Use a covered container if you must 
carry scalding liquids. 





Tripping and slipping 


\| Make sure that stair carpets, and rugs at the head and the 
im {uly foot of stairs lie flat and are securely fastened down, and 
Wi ee a age ds. te ene 
=" -—sae 2 that stairs and landings are not slippery. Keep stairways 
q ee =. — clear of toys, brooms, mops, pails and other articles. 


Snow and Ice 
Remove snow or slush promptly before it packs or forms 
into ice. If ice has already formed and cannot be cleared, 
sprinkle it with sand, ashes, fine cinders or salt, or mix the 
salt with any of these gritty materials. 


Porches 
' Avoid leaning on porch railings; their supports may be 
weakened by wood borers, dry rot or weather. See that all 
steps, floors and railings are in good repair. 


Children 


Keep children from playing on stairs, sliding on bannisters 
or climbing on porch or stair railings. Where there are young 
children, instal! gates at the head and foot of stairways. See 

that young children do not carry glass, sharp things or 
* scalding liquids. Teach them to put their toys away. 
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HOME SAFETY FRONT 


(Continued from page 11) 

The staff of the home and farm safety 
division has already been increased to 
enable us to proceed with the expanded 
work. Through the efforts of these field 
people we hope to be of greater service 
in promoting more widespread activity 
and in giving helpful advice to those 
already actively engaged in the work. 

We are working to establish closer 
relationship with many of the national, 
state, county and community organiza- 
tions desirous of participating in the 
work, and to help them plan their work 
along lines that will fit effectively into 
the war emergency program. 

Already we have in production certain 
program aids in the form of instructive 
and educational literature, and will soon 
present to you a small magazine which 
will keep you informed of what is going 
on throughout the nation in home safety 
work, and what methods are being used 
with success here and there. 

Our statistical division is enlarging its 
staff to enable a more comprehensive 
study of the home and farm accident 
experience of the nation. This alone will 
be very helpful in supplying the facts 
upon awhich effective activities may be 
founded. 

In all this new development work, we 
shall have the guidance of two top ad- 
visory committees, which are meeting 
for the first time here this week. These 
two committees are, a Home Safety 
Advisory Committee and a Farm Oc- 
cupational Safety Advisory Committee. 
Both of them are composed of repre- 
sentatives of various leading national 
organizations whose participation will 
assure the development of a sound and 
practical program of work. 


MESSAGE FROM SANTA 


(Continued from page 8) 

27. Before starting your automobile 
engine, open the garage doors wide. 

28. Use plenty of salt and sand on 
steps and walks if they become icy. 

29. Have at least one fire extin- 
guisher in your home. It may save many 
times its cost. 
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HOME ACCIDENT DEATH 
RECORD 


1942 1941 Change 
September ... 2,500 2,200 14% 
Nine Months . 23,500 23,500 0 


Deaths from home accidents numbered 
approximately 2,500 in September or 14 
14 per cent more than occurred in Sep- 
tember, 1941. The largest increases were 
in fatal falls, burns and firearms acci- 
dents. There were more deaths from as- 
phyxiation and poisons, but the changes 
were smaller. Suffocation deaths num- 
bered about the same as last year. 


The September increase was sufficient 
to offset decreases in earlier months, 
and the nine-month total of 23,500 was 
the same as the 1941 comparable figure. 
Decreases in falls and poisonings were 
equalled by increases in other types of 
home accidents, principally asphyxia- 
tion, suffocation and firearms accidents. 

The nine-month death totals of chil- 
dren under 15 years were about 10 per 
cent above last year. Small increases 
were recorded in the 15-24 and 25-44 
year groups. Older persons had fewer 
deaths than in 1941. 


Explanatory Note: The tables on the oppo- 
site page are prepared from records of vital 
statistics registrars. Deaths included are 
those in Classifications 176 to 195 and 201 to 
214 of the International List of Causes of 
Death, where the death was the result of a 
home accident. City reports cover only acci- 
dents occurring in the city: state reports 
cover all deaths regardless of place of acci- 
dent occurrence. The death rates (deaths per 
100.000 population) are computed on an an- 
nual basis for 1942. 


CLEVELAND TO REACH 
WORKERS' HOMES 


The Cleveland Safety Council reports: 
“Aside from measures to prevent traf- 
fic accidents, off-the-job accidents can 
be reduced only through a strong home 
safety program directed toward war 
workers’ homes .. . the real problem 
is how to get into the homes of work- 
men. To date our best source of contact 
has been through the nurses, clinical 
nurses, visiting nurses and nurses con- 
nected with the local health bureaus.” 

Cleveland is now developing plans 
through its safety council to get into 
workers’ homes through the industrial 
plants. 


1942 — 
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FATAL HOME ACCIDENTS BY STATES AND CITIES 
Prepared by the Statistical Bureau, National Safety Council 























STATES 
Latest Month Reported All Months Reported 1942 Pop. 
Month 1942 1941 1942 1941 ate 
MID ncoictnisncciaveciccsiesentumebaamion an. 14 8 14 8 33.6 
California 129 151 606 572 26.3 
Connecticut - 36 22 263 255 19.6 
ID a cirastncscrecsaaeiciievercssicncucied y 4 5 sf 3 16.7 
® District of Columbia.................... Sept. 25 16 164 166 26.6 
PN acacia Se comcesat dislaneaitsaoed Sept. 8 4 79 87 
IONE © pscitasccssacinwhsinssaive Seiraticecaee teat Aug. 80 89 655 762 
OS eee Aug. 56 5} 525 520 
BE aca dacsnaisenaccacdasacenbsnicceccnacegl July 28 50 308 286 
y OD sic siccncncncntatciaintceneasantate Sept. 113 100 907 933 
ES eee June 51 56 359 74 
i Ente Sept. 1 30 3 
a anne Aug. Yj 10 63 69 
New York ...... 245 237 2,488 2,43: 
North Dakota 5 6 67 60 
| SEE ‘ 124 153 1,326 1,544 
Pennsylvania 137 187 1,036 1,144 
Tennessee -..... 50 34 411 373 
LEE Ge Sept. 7 8 90 76 
i. Fone = Acces Sept. 6 y 2 
CITIES 
September Nine Months 1942 Pop. 
1942 1941 1942 1941 Rate 
ALL REPORTING CITIES............ 284 295 3,023 5,062 21.0 





4 Over 500,000 Population) 









































































be Saltimore, Md... a 6 13 140 144. —~COT 
aS eee ree as 19 24 156 184 27.0 
Cleveland, Ohio ...................... = 4 9 95 125 14.5 
a “SP seaeeeenerree: - 19 22 155 184 12.7 
Los Angeles, Calif. 29 25 287 276 25.4 
New York City, N. Y 108 108 1,130 1,090 20.2 
Ws TR FIG vincc cers ccscdsiconsccons SES CVE 17 9 125 13 20.4 
MP: RS Go ois nsccatacdaronine 22 15 153 145 30.8 

(250,000 to 500,000 Population) 
NR, FOI cin ciseicitasesiccnanhannetanes 2 4 36 40 17.9 
Columbus, Ohio S 5 Dd 44 24.0 
Dialias, “TOERO ......022.2.<.<0.-. 1 4 42 40 19.0 
Denver, Colo. - 10 7 64 61 26.5 
Louisville, Ky. ; 1 5 41 51 17.1 
Minneapolis, Minn. -.................. 11 6 127 105 34.5 
a i a Saree 7 P 4 10 67 66 20.8 
a ee ners ; 3 3 41 40 21.6 
’ . | Ne Cerro ee ee 4 3 28 24 4 

(100,000 to 250,000 Population) 
NN OR ok ke re 1 0 4 9 3.3 
Duluth, Minn. - 0 1 16 14 21.1 
‘ Grand Rapids, Mi ss 3 S 39 29 31.6 
RNIN, CE 0s coescnscnasicbincoesietiinenison , o 0 18 18 14.4 
Nashville, Tenn. e 2 0 24 30 19.1 
Richmond. Va. ; 0 3 21 3 13.1 
ae aor tee are ma eee 3 % 13 25 11.6 
Syracuse, N. Y 5 2 39 22 25.2 
ee. 3 6 81 94 5dD.S 

(Under 100,000 Population) 

pS” a | eee 0 1 0 1 0.0 
tattle Creek. Mich a 0 0 4 5 12.3 
| EL er 1 0 18 18 28.0 





& ites, Wie, iow 0 1 4 12 13.6 
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IDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMER 


A Proclamation 


ident 
eaths from 
~cidents 


the 


By taking a huge toll in > and property, 
defini hinder our national defense effort. To 


maximum efficiency we must have maximum 


twenty-four hours a day—not ¢ work, but also o 
highway, at home, everywhere 

The troubled times in I jive must not make 
us callous or ir ent to F iffer These unusual 
times require unusual safety effor 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, 
President of the United States h y call 
upon the officers and directors of the National Safety 
Council to mobilize its nation-wide resources in leading a 
concerted and intensified campaign against accidents, and 
do call upon every citizen, in public or private capacity, to 

nlist in this campaign and do his part in preventing 
wastage of human and material resources of the Nation 
through accidents. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto set my 
hand and caused the seal of the United States of America 
to be affixed. 

DONE at the City of Wash- 
ington this eighteenth day 
of August in the year of our 
Lord nineteen hundred and forty- 
one, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America 
the one hundred and sixty-sixth. 


- Sm. bhi iets 





